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RESEARCH TITLE

Manifestations of Narration in Al-Maqamah Al-Dinariyah: The Dialectic of
Storytelling and Rhetoric and the Representations of Cultural Consciousness

Abstract

This study investigates the narrative manifestations in Al-Hariri’s Dinariyya Magama by
exploring the dialectical relationship between narration and rhetoric, as well as examining
the representations of cultural consciousness embedded within the textual structure. The
research 1s based on the premise that the magama is not merely a narrative form, but rather a
literary space in which storytelling intersects with rhetorical performance, making language
itself an active force in shaping events and producing meaning. The study adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach and draws upon narrative, rhetorical, and cultural criticism
to analyze the narrative structure, characterization, and narrative rhythm of the maqama. It
also examines the symbolic function of the dinar as a central signifier reflecting social and
cultural transformations. Furthermore, the research highlights the role of rhetorical devices
and stylistic embellishments in intensifying narrative tension and enriching the aesthetic and
intellectual dimensions of the text. The study concludes that the Dinariyya Maqama
represents a complex narrative model in which narration and rhetoric interact in an
integrative relationship, transforming language from a mere communicative tool into an
aesthetic and cultural authority capable of producing meaning and guiding the reader’s
interpretation. The findings also reveal Al-Hariri’s ability to transform an ordinary daily
incident into a sophisticated literary discourse that reflects the nature of Abbasid society,
exposes the fragility of human relations and the dominance of material interests, while
preserving the artistic dimension of delight and rhetorical brilliance.

Key Words: Dinariyya Maqama, Al-Hariri, Narration, Rhetoric, Cultural Consciousness,
Narrative Criticism, Maqgamat.
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