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RESEARCH TITLE

The Suitability of Stories in Arabic Language Textbooks for the Educational
and Pedagogical Needs of Primary School Children: An Analytical Study

Abstract

The present study aimed to analyze the extent to which the stories included in Arabic
language textbooks for primary school students meet children's educational and pedagogical
needs. It also sought to identify the degree to which these stories incorporate the values,
experiences, and skills necessary for children's holistic development. The study was
motivated by the educational significance of school stories as an instructional medium that
combines cognitive, linguistic, social, and moral dimensions, while contributing to
personality development and supporting children's interaction with their social and cultural
environment. It further responds to the need for evaluating the narrative content of Arabic
language textbooks in light of the educational and developmental needs of primary school
children. The study adopted a descriptive analytical approach using content analysis. The
analysis covered the stories included in the Al-Takween and Al-Ghaith Arabic language
textbooks prescribed for primary school students in the Arab education sector in Israel. A
content analysis instrument was developed based on the relevant literature and previous
studies. The instrument comprised a set of domains reflecting children's educational and
pedagogical needs, including cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, moral, and national
dimensions. The findings revealed that the analyzed stories adequately addressed several
educational needs, particularly those related to moral values, communication skills,
cooperation, respect for others, and language development. However, variation was found in
the inclusion of other important dimensions, especially those associated with national
identity, cultural belonging, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. These findings
indicate the need to further develop the narrative content of Arabic language textbooks to
achieve greater balance and comprehensiveness in addressing children's developmental
needs. The study recommends reconsidering the criteria used in selecting and developing
school stories to ensure the integration of educational and pedagogical dimensions. It also
recommends enriching textbook stories with values and skills appropriate for primary school
children, benefiting from the study's findings in future curriculum development, and
conducting further analytical studies on narrative content across different educational stages.

Key Words: School Stories, Arabic Language Textbooks, Primary Education, Content
Analysis, Language Development.
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