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RESEARCH TITLE

The Legal Regime of Personal Data: A Comparative Study

Abstract

Electronic personal data has become one of the most significant legal and economic
assets in the digital age, owing to the rapid expansion of modern technologies, artificial
intelligence, and electronic services that fundamentally rely on the collection, processing,
and exchange of personal data. This development has given rise to numerous legal issues
concerning the definition of electronic personal data, its legal nature, the legal basis for the
protection afforded to it, and the adequacy of national legislation in addressing the risks
arising from its unlawful processing. This research aims to examine the legal foundations of
electronic personal data by analyzing its concept and various forms, identifying the legal
characterization of the right thereto, and exploring its legal attributes. The study adopts a
comparative approach, examining the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) alongside selected Arab legislations, particularly Egyptian law, while also assessing
the position of Iraqi legislation regarding the regulation of this right. The research concludes
that electronic personal data constitutes a digital extension of human personality and that
effective legal protection requires recognizing the right thereto as a personality right rather
than a proprietary or financial right. The study further reveals a legislative deficiency in Iraq
resulting from the absence of a dedicated personal data protection law, underscoring the
need for the prompt adoption of a comprehensive national legal framework that keeps pace
with contemporary technological developments and ensures effective protection of digital
privacy.

Key Words: Personal Data Processing, Sensitive Data, Personality Rights.
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