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RESEARCH TITLE

Protection of Electronic Signature in Jordanian Legislation

Abstract

This study addressed the protection of electronic signatures under Jordanian legislation,
aiming to examine the extent to which its provisions are sufficient to establish the necessary
and appropriate technical and legal means for protecting such signatures. To achieve this
objective, the study adopted the descriptive-analytical method by presenting and analyzing
the relevant provisions of the Jordanian Electronic Transactions Law. Following this
presentation and analysis, the findings revealed that the Jordanian legislator, represented by
the Electronic Transactions Law of 2015, recognizes asymmetric encryption as a technical
means for protecting electronic “digital” signatures, while it does not recognize symmetric
encryption. The findings also showed that this law establishes electronic authentication as a
legal means for protecting electronic signatures, defines the intended meaning of such
authentication, identifies electronic authentication authorities, and subjects them to higher-
level supervision. In light of these findings, the study formulated a number of
recommendations, most notably the need for the Jordanian legislator to explicitly state its
position on all types of electronic signatures and regulate their legal provisions. The study
also recommended recognizing symmetric encryption as a technical means for protecting
certain types of electronic signatures that are compatible with this form of encryption. In
addition, the researchers recommended conducting future studies on the legal protection of
electronic signatures using comparative methodologies.

Key Words: Electronic Signature, Electronic Encryption, Electronic Authentication,
Jordanian Electronic Transactions Law of 2015.
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