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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the barriers to passing the spoken Hebrew Bagrut examination
among Arab twelfth-grade students in private secondary schools in the Northern District of
Israel, and to examine the relationship between these barriers and language exposure. The
study adopted a descriptive correlational research design. The sample consisted of 402 Arab
twelfth-grade students from several private secondary schools in the Northern District,
males' students are representing 31.1%, and females 68.9%. The participants were selected
using a convenience sampling method. To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher
developed two instruments: a scale for barriers to passing the spoken Hebrew Bagrut
examination and a language exposure scale. The findings showed that the overall level of
barriers to passing the spoken Hebrew Bagrut examination was moderate. Preparatory and
methodological barriers ranked first. The findings also indicated that Language Exposure
was found to be moderate overall. However, a clear gap emerged between in-class exposure,
which was moderate, and out-of-class exposure, which was low. The findings revealed no
statistically significant gender differences in most study variables. The results also showed
negative and statistically significant correlations between language exposure and barriers to
passing the examination. Considering these findings, the study recommended developing
systematic preparation programs for the spoken Hebrew Bagrut examination and enhancing
the use of digital media. In addition, it recommended conducting future studies to examine
the effectiveness of intervention programs targeting language exposure among Arab

students.

Key Words: spoken Bagrut examination, Hebrew as a second language, language exposure,
Arab students in Israel.
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