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RESEARCH TITLE

The Development of Individual Criminal Responsibility and
Mechanisms for Facilitating the Prosecution of War Criminals

Abstract

This study examines the development of the principle of individual criminal responsibility in
international criminal law and the mechanisms for facilitating the prosecution of perpetrators
of war crimes in light of rapid technological transformations, particularly the use of artificial
intelligence applications in the military field. The study proceeds from a central problem
concerning the extent to which the rules of international criminal law, especially the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court, are capable of addressing crimes associated with
intelligent systems and attributing criminal responsibility to natural persons, whether
military commanders, superiors, operators, programmers, or manufacturers. The study
adopts an analytical approach by examining relevant international legal texts, particularly
the provisions governing individual responsibility and the responsibility of commanders and
superiors, in addition to rules on international cooperation, judicial assistance, surrender of
suspects, and the removal of immunities. The study finds that the principle of individual
criminal responsibility remains the cornerstone of the international criminal justice system.
However, the use of semi-autonomous artificial intelligence systems raises complex legal
challenges related to identifying the actual perpetrator, proving the mental element, and
tracing the causal link between human decision-making and the criminal act. The study also
shows that the International Criminal Court, despite lacking an independent enforcement
mechanism, relies on state cooperation in investigations, evidence collection, and the
enforcement of penalties. This makes the activation of international judicial assistance, the
surrender of suspects, and the removal of immunities essential tools for combating impunity.
The study concludes that the rules of international criminal law must be further developed
through the adoption of a special international convention regulating the use of artificial
intelligence in armed conflicts, the adoption of the concept of extended responsibility, and
the enhancement of international criminal investigation capacities in handling digital and
technical evidence.

Key Words: Individual Criminal Responsibility, War Crimes, Military Artificial
Intelligence, International Criminal Court, International Judicial Assistance, Impunity.
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