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RESEARCH TITLE

Terrorism: Its Causes, Motives, and Types

Abstract

This study examines terrorism as one of the most serious phenomena threatening state
security, social stability, and international peace. It analyzes its causes, motives, and types
through legal, political, social, and intellectual approaches. The study aims to identify the
interrelated factors that contribute to the emergence and spread of terrorism, with particular
focus on political, economic, personal, intellectual, and social motives, and their role in
shaping terrorist behavior among individuals and groups. It also seeks to distinguish
between different forms of terrorism, particularly state terrorism and terrorism committed by
individuals and groups, in terms of the perpetrator, objectives, methods, and legal
consequences. The study adopts the analytical method to deconstruct the phenomenon and
clarify its elements, the descriptive method to present its concepts and forms, and the
comparative method where necessary to examine international positions, conventions, and
United Nations resolutions related to counterterrorism. The study concludes that terrorism
cannot be explained by a single cause; rather, it is the result of a complex interaction among
political exclusion, lack of social justice, poverty, unemployment, weak intellectual
awareness, ideological extremism, and the impact of technological development in
facilitating recruitment, financing, and the dissemination of extremist ideas. The study
further concludes that security measures alone are insufficient to combat terrorism unless
accompanied by political, developmental, and intellectual reforms that address the roots of
the phenomenon and reduce its enabling environments. The study recommends adopting a
comprehensive counterterrorism strategy based on promoting justice, achieving
development, spreading awareness, drying up the sources of extremism, and strengthening
international and regional cooperation in confronting this phenomenon.

Key Words: Terrorism; Motives of Terrorism; State Terrorism; Terrorism by Individuals
and Groups; Extremism; Counterterrorism; International Law.
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