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RESEARCH TITLE

Readiness of the Central Library at the Libyan Authority for Scientific
Research to Establish a Digital Repository for Preserving Theses and
Dissertations: An Analytical Study

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the current state of archiving theses and dissertations at the
Central Library affiliated with the Libyan Authority for Scientific Research, as well as the
library’s technical, human, and organizational readiness to establish a digital repository for
preserving theses and dissertations. The study adopted the descriptive analytical approach,
using the case study method. A questionnaire, observation, and semi-structured interviews
were used to collect data from the study sample. The data were then analyzed using a set of
descriptive and inferential statistical methods through SPSS. The study reached several
findings, including that theses and dissertations are preserved through traditional methods,
and that staff members have limited practical experience in the field of digital archiving,
which represents a challenge to implementing the digital repository project. The study also
found the absence of a clear policy for organizing and preserving theses and dissertations.
The study presented a number of recommendations that would contribute to the successful
establishment of a digital repository project for theses and dissertations at the library. The
most important recommendations include allocating an independent budget to cover the
requirements of establishing a digital repository for archiving theses and dissertations,
qualifying and training human resources in the field of digital repository management,
recruiting specialists in information technology and archiving, and developing clear strategic
policies to regulate the preservation and archiving of theses and dissertations at the Central
Library.

Key Words: Digital Repository; Digital Preservation; Theses and Dissertations.
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