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RESEARCH TITLE

Legal Obstacles to the Confiscation of Bribery Proceeds

Abstract

This study aims to identify the legal and procedural obstacles that limit the effectiveness of
confiscating and recovering bribery proceeds, as one of the most important modern
mechanisms for combating corruption and drying up its economic sources. The study
proceeds from the premise that bribery is not merely an assault on the integrity of public
office, but also an unlawful means of obtaining financial gains that are often difficult to trace
or prove their connection to the criminal act, especially in light of the development of
methods used to conceal, disguise, and transfer funds across borders. The study examines
the international legal framework governing the confiscation of bribery proceeds,
particularly the principles established by the United Nations Convention against Corruption
of 2003 concerning asset recovery, international cooperation, and mutual legal assistance. It
also analyzes the main forms of confiscation, the conditions of international cooperation, the
requirements of mutual legal assistance requests, and the grounds for refusing or postponing
such requests, with particular emphasis on the difficulties arising from bank secrecy,
differences between legal systems, the requirement of dual criminality, short limitation
periods, legal immunities, and dual nationality. The study adopts both analytical and
comparative approaches by analyzing relevant legal texts and international conventions and
comparing selected legislative experiences in the field of recovering illicit proceeds. It
concludes that the confiscation of bribery proceeds is a fundamental tool for achieving
deterrence and economic justice. However, its success depends on developing national
legislation, strengthening the capacities of competent authorities, activating international
cooperation, and ensuring legal safeguards that strike a balance between the effectiveness of
combating corruption and the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms.

Key Words: Bribery; confiscation of proceeds; asset recovery; corruption; international
cooperation; mutual legal assistance; United Nations Convention against Corruption.
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