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Abstract

This study examined the strategic transformations in the Iranian nuclear program during the
period from 1990 to 2003 and the accompanying security repercussions on the Arabian Gulf
region. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to analyze the nature of the
transformations experienced by Iran in the field of nuclear armament, as it shifted from
modest research programs during the Shah’s era to an ambitious strategic project aimed at
completing the nuclear fuel cycle. The study revealed that Iran adopted a multi-source
strategy in developing its nuclear program, including cooperation with Russia in the Bushehr
Nuclear Power Plant project, collaboration with China in establishing the Isfahan Uranium
Conversion Facility, as well as benefiting from the Abdul Qadeer Khan network to obtain
centrifuge technology. The study concluded that the Iranian nuclear program constituted a
strategic threat to regional security and contributed to reshaping the balance of power in the
Middle East.

Key Words: Iranian nuclear program, nuclear deterrence, Arabian Gulf region, nuclear
proliferation, regional security, strategic armament.
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