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RESEARCH TITLE

The Role of the Teacher in Using Extracurricular Activities to Enhance Arab
Culture among Elementary School Students in Israel

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the role of the teacher in employing extracurricular activities to
enhance Arab culture among elementary school students in the Triangle region of Israel, in
light of the importance of these activities as an educational means for reinforcing cultural
identity and developing students’ linguistic and social sense of belonging. The study adopted
a qualitative approach, and data were collected through semi-structured interviews with
seven teachers from different specializations, whose teaching experience ranged between 9
and 15 years. The results showed that extracurricular activities are not limited to their
recreational dimension, but rather constitute an effective part of the educational process, as
they contribute to linking school knowledge with local Arab culture through literary and
poetry competitions, heritage days, sports and cultural activities, and educational projects
inspired by the surrounding community environment. The study also revealed the positive
impact of these activities on developing students’ linguistic and communication skills,
enhancing their self-confidence, increasing their pride in Arab heritage, and strengthening
their spirit of cooperation and belonging. Conversely, the findings indicated that teachers
face several challenges, most notably limited financial resources, weak institutional support,
lack of time, and the pressure of formal curricula. The study concluded that the teacher
represents a central cultural and educational mediator in enhancing Arab culture. It
recommended the need to integrate extracurricular activities into the official educational
plan and to provide the necessary resources and professional training to support teachers in
designing and implementing effective and sustainable cultural activities.

Key Words: Extracurricular Activities; Arab Culture; Cultural Identity; Teacher’s Role;
Elementary Schools.
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