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Abstract

This study aims to examine the role of educational curricula in promoting and reinforcing
Arab identity and culture in Arab schools in Israel from teachers’ perspectives. It also seeks
to explore teachers’ awareness of their educational role in shaping students’ identity and
how they address issues of national identity education within the constraints of officially
mandated curricula. The research problem stems from a noticeable gap between the declared
educational objectives of the curricula and their actual content, which tends to marginalize
Arab cultural and identity components. The study employed a descriptive qualitative
research approach, utilizing semi-structured interviews conducted with a purposive sample
of ten teachers from various disciplines, including Arabic language, history, geography, and
civics. Data were analyzed using content analysis to identify key themes and patterns. The
findings reveal that the current curricula do not effectively contribute to strengthening Arab
identity; rather, they often marginalize and weaken its cultural and historical presence,
reflecting broader official educational policies. Additionally, the results indicate that
teachers experience a sense of duality between adhering to official curricular requirements
and maintaining their own cultural and national identity. This tension leads some teachers to
adopt a “culture of silence,” while others attempt to create a balance through limited
individual initiatives. The study concludes that educational curricula play a critical role in
shaping students’ identities. It highlights the urgent need to develop alternative educational
programs and to empower teachers to actively support and promote Arab cultural identity,
thereby fostering a stronger sense of belonging and historical awareness among students.

Key Words: Arab Identity, Educational Curricula, Arab Education in Israel, Arab Teachers,
Identity Education.
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