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RESEARCH TITLE

Transformations in the Concept of International Sovereignty and Their
Implications for the Protection of Human Rights

Abstract

This study examines the transformations that have affected the concept of international
sovereignty in light of the development of contemporary international law, particularly the
rules related to the protection of human rights and international humanitarian law. The study
proceeds from the premise that sovereignty is no longer an absolute concept granting the
state complete immunity from international accountability; rather, it has become a relative
concept restricted by the legal and humanitarian obligations imposed by the rules of the
international community. The study focuses on the shift from the principle of non-
intervention in the internal affairs of states to the principle of the Responsibility to Protect,
and the resulting reformulation of the relationship between state sovereignty and the
protection of individuals from grave violations. It also analyzes the manifestations of
politicization and selectivity in the application of international protection rules, particularly
in the Palestinian case, where the crimes committed in the Isracli context reveal the limited
ability of the international community and United Nations institutions to overcome political
interests and power balances. The study concludes that the theoretical transformation in the
concept of sovereignty has contributed to strengthening the legal framework for the
protection of human rights; however, its practical effectiveness remains limited due to
double standards and weak international enforcement mechanisms. The study recommends
consolidating the concept of sovereignty restricted by responsibility, strengthening the
independence of international justice, and developing more binding mechanisms to hold
perpetrators of grave violations accountable, ensuring that sovereignty is not used as a
pretext for impunity or for obstructing the international protection of human rights.

Key Words: International sovereignty, human rights, Responsibility to Protect, international
humanitarian law, United Nations, Palestinian case.
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