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RESEARCH TITLE

The Role of the International Criminal Court in Limiting
Crimes of Aggression

Abstract

This study aims to examine the role of the International Criminal Court in limiting crimes of
aggression, as one of the most serious international crimes threatening international peace
and security and violating the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political independence of
states. The study addresses the conceptual framework of international crime in international
criminal law by clarifying its definition, characteristics, and elements. It then analyzes the
crime of aggression under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, particularly
after the Kampala Amendments, which contributed to defining the crime, its forms, and the
conditions for establishing individual criminal responsibility. The study adopts the
descriptive and analytical methods by analyzing relevant international legal texts, foremost
among them the Rome Statute and United Nations General Assembly Resolution No. 3314.
It also employs a critical approach to assess the effectiveness of the International Criminal
Court in confronting the crime of aggression. The study concludes that the inclusion of the
crime of aggression within the jurisdiction of the Court represents an important development
in the course of international criminal justice. However, the Court’s exercise of this
jurisdiction remains restricted by several legal and political obstacles, most notably the
influence of the Security Council, the difficulty of enforcing arrest warrants, and the lack of
cooperation by some states with the Court. The study recommends strengthening the
independence of the International Criminal Court and limiting political influence over its
work, especially with regard to the role of the Security Council. It also calls for the
establishment of more effective enforcement mechanisms to ensure the implementation of
the Court’s decisions and judgments. Furthermore, the study emphasizes the importance of
developing the international legal framework in a manner that ensures accountability for
perpetrators of crimes of aggression and enhances the protection of international peace and
security.

Key Words: International Criminal Court, crime of aggression, international criminal law,
Rome Statute, Security Council, international criminal responsibility.
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