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RESEARCH TITLE

The Role of International Conventions and Organizations in
Combating Bribery

Abstract

This study examines the role of international conventions and organizations in combating
bribery, as one of the most dangerous forms of corruption that has transcended national
borders and now threatens political, economic, and social stability at the international level.
The study is based on a central problem: the extent to which international legal and
institutional frameworks are effective in combating bribery in light of the diversity of
national legal systems and the varying levels of political and institutional commitment
among states. The study adopts the analytical approach by examining relevant legal texts,
particularly the United Nations Convention against Corruption of 2003, in addition to the
comparative approach to clarify the impact of international obligations on the development
of national legislation and mechanisms of international cooperation. The study shows that
the United Nations Convention against Corruption represented a qualitative shift in
addressing bribery crimes, as it did not limit itself to criminalization and punishment, but
adopted a comprehensive approach based on prevention, institution-building, promotion of
transparency, activation of international judicial cooperation, and recovery of assets derived
from criminal acts. The study also highlights the pivotal role of international and regional
organizations, such as the European Union, the Organization of American States, the League
of Arab States, and non-governmental organizations and networks, in supporting national
anti-bribery policies through monitoring, evaluation, exchange of expertise, and capacity-
building. The study concludes that the success of international efforts to combat bribery
cannot be achieved merely through the existence of conventions and legal texts. Rather, it
requires genuine political will, effective harmonization of national legislation with
international standards, independence of oversight and judicial institutions, and activation of
the role of civil society, the private sector, and the media. It also concludes that weak
international enforcement mechanisms and disparities in institutional capacities among
states are among the most significant challenges limiting the effectiveness of the
international system in confronting this phenomenon. The study recommends strengthening
follow-up and monitoring mechanisms, expanding technical and judicial support programs,
and intensifying international cooperation in the areas of information exchange, extradition
of accused persons, and recovery of illicit funds, in a way that contributes to building a more
effective international system based on integrity, transparency, and the rule of law.

Key Words: Bribery; United Nations Convention against Corruption; International
Organizations; International Cooperation; Transparency; Asset Recovery; Anti-Corruption.
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