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Abstract

This study examines the position of national laws and judicial practice on the use of DNA
fingerprinting as scientific evidence for establishing lineage. It focuses on the capacity of Arab
legal systems, particularly the Iraqi and Lebanese systems, to accommodate this scientific
development within traditional rules of evidence. The study shows that DNA fingerprinting
has strong probative value because of its accuracy in identifying biological relationships;
however, its evidentiary force depends on the legality and reliability of collecting, preserving,
and analyzing samples, as well as on respect for individual rights and procedural safeguards.
It also highlights the contrast between Western legislation, which has more clearly regulated
biological evidence, and several Arab systems that still rely mainly on judicial expertise and
the principle of free evaluation of evidence. The study concludes that legislative and judicial
frameworks should be updated to regulate DNA fingerprinting in a way that balances truth-
finding, genetic privacy, and justice in lineage disputes.
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