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RESEARCH TITLE

External Challenges Facing China’s Rise

Abstract

This study examines the external challenges facing China’s rise in light of the rapid
transformations taking place in the contemporary international system and the gradual shift
in the balance of power from the West to the East. The study is based on a central research
problem: identifying the nature of the international and regional pressures that obstruct
China’s path toward consolidating its position as an emerging global power, and assessing
the extent to which these challenges affect the future of its international role. The study
adopts the descriptive analytical method by analyzing the dimensions of China’s
competition with the United States and Western countries, particularly in geopolitical,
commercial, and technological fields, in addition to examining regional challenges related to
Japan, India, and the Korean Peninsula. The study concludes that China’s rise is not
constrained by economic challenges alone, but is also exposed to a complex set of political,
military, and strategic pressures, reflected in Western containment efforts, maritime
disputes, opposing regional alliances, the trade war, and issues related to Taiwan and the
South China Sea. The study also shows that, despite these challenges, China possesses a
clear ability to adapt and maneuver by diversifying its international partnerships,
strengthening its economic and diplomatic presence, and developing its strategic tools. The
study concludes that the future of China’s rise will remain dependent on Beijing’s ability to
manage its external environment wisely and to strike a balance between its global ambitions
and the requirements of regional and international stability.

Key Words: China’s rise, international competition, United States, trade war, regional
challenges.
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