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RESEARCH TITLE

Impressionistic Criticism in the Evaluation of
Classical Arabic Poetry

Abstract

The study examines impressionistic criticism in the evaluation of classical Arabic poetry as
one of the early approaches that contributed to the formation of Arab critical awareness. This
type of criticism is based on personal taste and the direct emotional response to the poetic
text rather than on detailed systematic analysis. The study aims to clarify the concept and
characteristics of impressionistic criticism and to trace its manifestations in poetic texts and
books of literature and anecdotes through selected examples from critics, narrators, and men
of letters such as Al-Asma‘i, Al-Jahiz, Ibn Sallam Al-Jumahi, Abu Bakr Al-Isfahani, Abu
Haffan, Al-Suli, and Ibn Manzur. The study shows that many early critical judgments
appeared in concise taste-based expressions such as “the best,” “the finest,” and “the most
poetic of people,” without extended analytical justification, which reflects the centrality of
psychological impact and emotional response in the process of evaluation. It also reveals
that impressionistic criticism was neither a passing phenomenon nor a methodological
deficiency, but rather an expression of a natural stage in the development of aesthetic
awareness in the Arabic critical tradition, in which literary taste was interwoven with the
prevailing ethical and aesthetic values. The study concludes that impressionistic criticism
represents an authentic foundation in the evaluation of classical Arabic poetry, as it reveals
the presence of the receiving self in critical judgment and confirms that aesthetic experience
begins with feeling and emotional impact before developing into analysis and theorization.

Key Words: Impressionistic criticism, classical Arabic poetry, literary taste, critical
evaluation, books of literature and anecdotes.
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