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RESEARCH TITLE

Construction and standardization a scale of written expression
skills in Hebrew as a foreign language for Arab high school students
in the northern region within the Green Line

Abstract

The present study aimed to develop a scale for assessing Hebrew written expression skills
among Arab secondary school students inside the Green Line. Using a descriptive design,
the scale was administered to a purposive sample of 30 twelfth-grade students from an Arab
secondary school in northern Israel. In its final form, the scale included 40 items distributed
across eight domains representing key aspects of written expression. Content validity was
examined through expert review, while construct-related evidence was assessed through the
correlations between each item and the total score of the domain to which it belonged.
Reliability was examined using Cronbach’s alpha. The findings showed that the scale
demonstrated acceptable content validity. The corrected item—domain correlations were all
positive and ranged from strong to very strong, indicating that the items were well aligned
with their intended domains. Reliability results also indicated a high level of internal
consistency, with a Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of 0.949 for the overall scale and values
ranging from 0.885 to 0.951 across the subdomains. Overall, the findings suggest that the
scale provides adequate evidence of validity and reliability and may serve as a supportive
tool for evaluating written performance and identifying areas of strength and weakness
among Arab secondary school students. Further research is needed to examine the scale with
larger samples and across different educational contexts.

Key Words: Scale standardization, written expression skills, writing in a second language.
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