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Abstract

The research discusses Harold Jacob's mission to Yemen in 1337 AH / 1919 AD in the
context of the transformations that followed World War I and the collapse of Ottoman rule,
aiming to analyze its British motives, reconnaissance objectives, circumstances of its
detention, and its outcomes within the framework of the competition for influence in
southern Arabia. The study presented the political situation in Yemen prior to the war,
clarifying the British—Ottoman rivalry and Yemen's strategic importance in protecting
navigation routes to India, as well as the role of the southern protectorates and the 1333 AH /
1914 AD treaty in defining spheres of influence. It also addressed the rise of Imam Yahya
bin Hamid al-Din and the consolidation of his authority after the Daan Treaty (1329 AH /
1911 AD), then his declaration of Yemen's independence in 1337 AH / 1918 AD following
the withdrawal of the Ottomans.

The research focused on Jacob's mission as the first official British move to
communicate with Imam Yahya after independence, explaining that its aim was not so much
to sign a treaty as to scout the Imam's stance and assess the balance of power, especially
with the British presence in Al Hudaydah. The mission was arrested by the Al-Qabhri tribe in
Tihamah and remained in captivity for about four months before being released without
reaching Sana'a.

The study concluded that the mission's failure to reach the Imam did not mean its
total failure, as it provided Britain with important information about the internal situation
and the tribal structure. However, its political effects contributed to tensions in relations with
the Imam and paved the way for a more rigid British policy, represented in supporting his
opponents and handing over Al-Hudaydah to the Al-Idrisi in 1339 AH / 1921 AD, which led
to the escalation of conflict in the protectorate areas. Thus, the mission constituted an
influential point in shaping the nature of the relationship between Yemen and Britain after
the war.

Key Words: Jacob’s Mission, Yemen, Imam Yahya, British Influence, Al-Hudaydah.
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