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Abstract

This study examines the Imami position on Qur’anic readings through a critical approach
that combines historical grounding with scholarly analysis of the concept of readings, their
types, and the causes of their variation. The study aims to clarify the contribution of the
Imams of Ahl al-Bayt, peace be upon them, and their scholarly school to the service of
Qur’anic sciences, particularly the science of Qur’anic readings, in terms of teaching,
guidance, and authorship. It also seeks to reveal the nature of their position on the plurality
of readings and on the claim that the Qur’an was revealed in seven modes. The study adopts
the descriptive, analytical, and critical method by tracing the technical definitions of
Qur’anic readings, reviewing their historical development, analyzing scholars’ views on the
transmission and types of readings, and discussing the relevant narrations in the Imami
tradition. The study concludes that the science of readings is concerned with identifying the
modes of performing Qur’anic words and the differences among transmitters regarding
omission, affirmation, vocalization, voweling, pausing, joining, and other forms of
pronunciation. It also finds that the Imams of Ahl al-Bayt had a clear scholarly presence in
the movement of Qur’anic readings, especially during the eras of Imam al-Baqir and Imam
al-Sadiq, peace be upon them. The study further shows that the Imami1 position permits
recitation according to the readings commonly transmitted and widely accepted among
Muslims, while affirming that the Qur’an was revealed by the One God in one mode. It
maintains that variations in readings are largely attributable to transmission, dialectal
differences, and the absence of dots and vowel marks in early Qur’anic codices, rather than
to any plurality in the original Qur’anic text. The study concludes that the Imamis
distinguished between scholarly attention to Qur’anic readings and the permissibility of
reciting according to the well-known readings, on the one hand, and the rejection of
interpreting the hadith of the seven modes as authorization for multiple Qur’anic texts or
differences in the original revelation, on the other.

Key Words: Qur’anic readings, Imami school, Ahl al-Bayt, seven modes, transmission of
the Qur’an, Qur’anic sciences.
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Ibn al-Athir, ‘lzz al-Din Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Abi al-Karam. (d. 630 AH). Al-Kamil i al-
Tarkh [The Complete History]. Edited by ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Sattar. Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi, 2nd ed., 1417 AH.
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lbn al-Jazari, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Yasuf. (d. 833 AH). Munjid al-Muqri'in wa
Murshid al-Talibin [The Aid of Qur’anic Reciters and Guide of Students]. Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘llmiyyah.
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Ibn al-Jazari, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad ‘Ali al-Dimashqi al-Shafi‘1.
Ghayat al-Nihayah i Tabaqgat al-Qurrg’ [The Ultimate Aim in the Classes of Qur’anic
Reciters]. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, 1st ed., 1427 AH.
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lbn Hajar, Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn “Ali. (d. 852 AH). Fath al-Ban bi Sharh Sahih al-
Bukhan [The Victory of the Creator: Commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari]. Egypt: Al-
Maktabah al-Salafiyyah, 1st ed., 1390 AH.
21363 ¢ oyl ysdia tdasiall G dgrad) s (2664 O L pas (O oege (Ao cpagslha
lbn Tawas, ‘Ali ibn Misa ibn Ja‘far. (d. 664 AH). Sa‘'d a/-Su‘iid [The Fortune of Fortunes].
Qom: Manshurat al-Radi, 1363 AH.
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lbn Qutaybah, Abti Muhammad ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim. (d. 276 AH). Ta'wi/ Mushkil al-

Qur’an [Interpretation of Difficult Issues in the Qur’an]. Edited by al-Sayyid Saqr. Cairo: Dar
al-Turath, 2nd ed., 1393 AH.
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lbn al-Nadim, Abu al-Faraj Muhammad ibn Abi Ya‘qub Ishaq. (d. 380 AH). A/-Fihrist [The
Catalogue]. Edited by Dr. Yuasuf ‘Ali Tawil. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, 2nd ed.,
1422 AH.
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Abti Shamah, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Isma‘l ibn Ibrahim. (d. 665 AH). A/-Murshid al-Wajiz
ila ‘Ulim Tata‘allag bi al-Kitab al-‘Aziz [The Concise Guide to Sciences Related to the
Noble Book]. Edited by Tayyar Alti. Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1395 AH.
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Al-Amin, al-Sayyid Muhsin. (d. 1371 AH). A‘yan al-Shi‘ah [Notable Figures of the Shi‘a].
Edited by Hasan al-Amin.
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Al-Bahrani, Shaykh Yasuf. (d. 1186 AH). A/-Hada’iq al-Nadirah i Ahkam al-‘lrah al-
Tahirah [The Fresh Gardens on the Rulings of the Pure Progeny]. Edited by Muhammad

Taqi al-Irawani. Qom: Madrasat al-Nashr al-Islami, 2010.
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Al-Balaghi, Shaykh Muhammad Jawad. (d. 1352 AH). Ala’ a/-Rahman fi Tafsir al-Qur'an
[The Graces of the Merciful in Qur’anic Exegesis]. Sidon: Matba‘at al-‘Irfan, 1st ed., 1933.
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Al-Khatib, Ahmad Sa‘d. A/-Ma‘'na al-Qurani i Daw’ Ikhtilaf al-Qira’at al-Qur'aniyyah
[Qur’anic Meaning in Light of the Variation of Qur’anic Readings]. Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1st
ed., 1425 AH.
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Al-Khir’1, Aba al-Qasim ibn ‘All Akbar ibn Hashim. (d. 1992). A/-Bayan & Tafsir al-Qur'an
[The Clarification in Qur’anic Exegesis]. Beirut: Dar al-Zahr3’.
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Al-Dimyati, Ahmad Muhammad. (d. 1117 AH). /thaf Fudala’ al-Bashar i al-Qima’at al-
Arba‘ ‘Ashar [A Gift to the Distinguished Scholars on the Fourteen Readings]. Al-Matba“‘ah
al-Maymuniyyah, 1317 AH.

AI-Rafi‘T, Mustafa Sadig. (d. 1356 AH). /Jjaz al-Quran wa al-Balighah al-Nabawiyyah

[The Inimitability of the Qur’an and Prophetic Eloquence]. Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 8th

ed., 2005.

Al-Zargani, Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Azim. (d. 1367 AH). Manahil al-"Irfan i “Ukim al-Qur'an

[The Springs of Knowledge in Qur’anic Sciences]. 3rd ed.
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Al-Zarkashi, Badr al-Din. (d. 794 AH). A/-Burhan f ‘Ulim al-Quran [The Proof in
Qur’anic Sciences]. Edited by Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim. Beirut: Dar |hya’® al-Kutub
al-‘Arabiyyah, 1st ed., 1376 AH.
21514 (s doka. Slehdll agle b cladia, Heasl) e a9l) 2e (i)
Al-Sindi, ‘Abd al-Qayyaum ‘Abd al-Ghafur. Safahat # ‘Ulim al-Qirq’at [Pages in the
Sciences of Qur’anic Readings]. Maktabat al-Imdadiyyah, 1514 AH.
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Al-Sadig, Muhammad ibn ‘Al1 ibn al-Husayn. (d. 381 AH). A/~Khisa/[The Characteristics].

Corrected and annotated by ‘Ali Akbar al-Ghaffari. Qom: Manshurat Jam3‘at al-Mudarrisin,
1403 AH.
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Al-Saffar, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan. (d. 290 AH). Basq’ir al-Darajat al-Kubra fi Fada’il A/
Muhammad, Peace Be upon Them [The Great Insights of Ranks on the Virtues of the
Family of Muhammad]. Corrected by al-Hajj Mirza Hasan. Tehran: Manshirat al-A‘lami,
1362 AH.

21999 1L ¢ uyall #sall i tgpm LAY b (e dana ¢ piall
Al-Saghir, Muhammad Husayn. 7arikh al-Qur'an [The History of the Qur’an]. Beirut: Dar
al-Mu’arrikh al-‘Arabi, Ist ed., 1999.
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Al-Tabataba’1, al-Sayyid Muhammad Husayn. (d. 1402 AH). A/-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an
[The Balance in Qur’anic Exegesis]. Qom: Mu’assasat al-Nashr al-Islami, 2003.
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Al-Tabari, Abt Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir. (d. 310 AH). Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-

Qur'an [The Comprehensive Exposition of the Interpretation of the Verses of the Qur’an].

Mecca: Al-Turath wa al-Tarbiyah.
A1415 cl.k cQL:;}.\J:.Aﬂ

Al-Tabarsl, Abii ‘All al-Fadl ibn al-Hasan. (d. 560 AH). Majma* al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-
Qur'gn [The Compendium of Elucidation in Qur’anic Exegesis]. Beirut: Mu’assasat al-

A‘lami lil-Matbu‘at, 1st ed., 1415 AH.
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Al-Tihrani, Muhammad al-Husayn. (d. 1416 AH). Ma‘rifat al-Imam [Knowledge of the

Imam]. Dar al-Hujjah al-Bayda’.
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Al-Tusi, Abi Ja‘far Muhammad ibn al-Hasan. (d. 460 AH). A/-Fihrist [The Catalogue].
Edited by Jawad al-Fayyami. Mu’assasat Nashr al-Figahah, 2nd ed., 1422 AH.
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Al-Tusi, Aba Ja‘far Muhammad ibn al-Hasan. (d. 460 AH). A/=Tibyan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an
[The Elucidation in Qur’anic Exegesis]. Edited by Ahmad Habib Qasir al-‘Amili. Matba‘at
Maktab al-I‘lam al-Islami, 1st ed., 1409 AH.
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Al-Tusi, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan. Rija/ a/-Tisi [Al-Tusi’s Biographical Dictionary of
Transmitters]. Edited by Jawad al-Fayyami. Qom: Mu’assasat al-Nashr al-Islami, 1415
AH.
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‘Abd Allah ibn Yasuf ibn Ahmad, Jamal al-Din Ibn Hisham al-Ansari. (d. 761 AH).

Hawashi Ibn Hisham al-Ansan ‘ala al-Tibyan [lbn Hisham al-Ansari’s Marginal Notes on

Al-Tibyan]. Edited by Isma‘ll Ahmad. Al-Maktabah al-‘Umariyyah, 1st ed., 2023.
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‘Abd al-Sabiir Shahin. 7arnkh al-Qur'an [The History of the Qur’an]. Cairo: Dar al-Qalam,
3rd ed., 2007.
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Al-Fayd al-Kashani, al-Mawla Muhammad Hasan. (d. 1091 AH). T7afsir a/-Saff [Al-Safi
Qur’anic Exegesis]. Edited by Shaykh Husayn al-A‘lami. Qom: Mu’assasat al-Hadi, 2nd
ed., 1416 AH.
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Al-Kulayni, Abs Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub ibn Ishag. (d. 329 AH). A/-Kaf [The
Sufficient Book]. Edited by ‘Ali Akbar al-Ghaffari. Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah, 1367 AH.
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Al-Majlis1, Shaykh Muhammad Baqir. (d. 1111 AH). Bhar al-Anwar al-Jami‘ah Ii Durar
Akhbar al-A’immah al-Athar [Oceans of Lights Containing the Pearls of the Reports of the
Pure Imams]. Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Waf3’, 2nd ed., 1403 AH.
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Al-Najashi, Abu al-"Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘All ibn Ahmad ibn al-"Abbas al-Asadi al-Kufi. (d.
450 AH). Rijal al-Najashi [Al-Najashi’s Biographical Dictionary of Transmitters]. Qom:
Mu’assasat al-Nashr al-Islami, 2008.
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Al-Hamadani, Agha Rida ibn Muhammad Had1. (d. 1322 AH). Misbah al-Fagih [The Lamp
of the Jurist]. Edited by al-Mu’assasah al-Ja‘fariyyah li-lhya’ al-Turath. Qom: Al-
Mu’assasah al-Ja‘fariyyah li-lhya’ al-Turath, 1st ed., 1425 AH.
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Al-‘Amili, Jamal al-Din al-Hasan, son of al-Shahid al-Thani Zayn al-Din al-‘Amil1. (d.
1011 AH). Masalik al-Afham ila Tangih Shara’i* al-Isiim [Paths of Understanding in

Refining the Laws of Islam]. Qom: Mu’assasat al-Maarif al-Islamiyyah, 1st ed., 1413 AH.
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