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RESEARCH TITLE

The Adequacy of Deterrent Legal Measures against Diplomatic Envoys in
Cases of Abuse of Immunity under International Law to Safeguard the
Rights of the Receiving State

Abstract

This study examines the adequacy of the deterrent legal measures provided by international
law in addressing cases where diplomatic envoys abuse jurisdictional immunity, in light of
the delicate balance between the requirements of diplomatic work and the right of the
receiving state to protect its sovereignty, security, and public order. The study proceeds from
a central research problem: To what extent has international law contributed to achieving a
balance between the jurisdictional immunity of diplomats and the rights of the receiving
state? To answer this question, the study adopts a legal analytical approach based on
examining the provisions of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961,
particularly those concerning the declaration of a diplomat as persona non grata, the
determination of the size of the diplomatic mission, and the severance of diplomatic
relations, while also drawing on selected international practices and precedents.

The study concludes that international law has established a set of legal and political
mechanisms that enable the receiving state to confront the abuse of diplomatic immunities.
The most prominent of these mechanisms are declaring the diplomatic envoy persona non
grata, reducing the number of members of the diplomatic mission, and severing diplomatic
relations as a last and exceptional measure. However, the effectiveness of these procedures
remains relative, as they are influenced by political and diplomatic considerations, foremost
among them the principle of reciprocity and the concern over the deterioration of bilateral
relations between states. The study further shows that although these mechanisms are
legitimate, they are not always sufficient to achieve full deterrence, especially in cases where
the sending state refrains from prosecuting its envoy or waiving immunity. The study
recommends developing clearer and more effective international rules to ensure that
diplomatic immunity does not become a means of escaping accountability, while at the same
time preserving its essential function of enabling diplomatic work to be carried out
independently and safely.

Key Words: Diplomatic immunity, Vienna Convention, receiving state, persona non grata,
severance of diplomatic relations, international law.
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