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Abstract

This study examines British policy toward Belize and the path to self-government
between 1961 and 1964 within the broader context of post-World War II decolonization,
highlighting Britain’s gradual transfer of authority in order to preserve its strategic interests
in the Caribbean while responding to local political demands, particularly those led by
George Price and the People’s United Party, which played a central role in promoting
constitutional reforms and expanding political participation, as well as the impact of the
1961 Constitution and Hurricane Hattie (31 October 1961) in accelerating administrative
and political reforms during 1962-1963, ultimately leading to the granting of internal self-
government in 1964, while Britain retained control over defense and foreign affairs due to
the territorial dispute with Guatemala, demonstrating that British policy relied on gradual
decolonization mechanisms aimed at maintaining stability and preserving influence within
the Commonwealth framework.

Key Words: British policy, Belize, self-government, decolonization.
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S Lalday ads @3 L) ¢ 'Belize is ours' (W b)) led caedyg Sl 5l aladiuly caagd LS <1859
e oaslill e ghill Bl ) Lol s Sy ogfue a6V hat Gy 3 (Sl laasay CAESS
JalSl D) 3l 3 si5al dalgall aal aal agaall Gl Jea Lae ¢ A pSal Jlase e a3 (g0 Viaslee
) gyseall il oz
a1 Dlel orea Law Yy ¢onpdall Gl it allae DA Glgal) Cag il Lol dslas ) o) <l
e Ul ey Cagaty sl Cpall claal 5l e Dt cipaniond) gnill Plinal) zie Gl 1961 ple saaidl)

9 Lawrence Vernon, A History Of Political Parties In Belize 1950 —1981, University of Florida Press, 1991 , P. 52 .
¢ Bsdiall e o) Aagykl ((VAA) S1ATY) aie Jsilly alB) Cisally aglsall = iUad) ghialls b alil (e ne pad i 20
75 G 2025 ¢ 28 o Al A — s deals
5 e dats rad) 1)
8 Lawrence Vernon, Op. Cit., P. 54.

) Cedric Grant, Op. Cit., P. 127.
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26 b Lixd cunlai) ((Fulgencio Batista) lissly swiilss sl s (Fidel Castro) 5 5iulS Jad Wald dalus 43,55 4S5 1 ZusSll 550 O%)
I OIS 2 3 LS ) sles el ) alliily caedl (e dngpn 2 43058 aulat ol slel o5 olSise A5 e asagd) e 1953 ea
Jisle haw dba (& cllasll Cps g «(Raul Castro) ;i< Jg3)s (Che Guevara) hlae a5 dsy Lahe die e e 1956
Lyt AaSa Aali]y alaill Lagis ) (g0l Laa clicaly Jl 2 1959 Sl (il 1 3 Llila Jsda (e dupsill sl cui€as i ilgalsall cpainly
G oyl 2D 1Kl 3 Baled) SUHG 3 55l T s )l Cpall sae DA idsad) SlaiY) ae Y cillass 8158 Slgass caus
Aeasi (1962 — 1953 ZusSll 85l 5yl ¢ ISlSLlS gl ¢ ity Jresaldtl) cp a03al L Akbiall 8 ASIREY) JISEY) Ll o Basiall bVl

2016 ¢ Galy ¢ aslall Lala¥) il s ¢ gL aleyn

31) Lawrence Vernon, Op. Cit., P. 55.

@31

(2 0. Nigel Bolland, Colonialism and Resistance in Belize, Op. Cit., P. 68.

33 Cedric Grant, Op. Cit., P. 128.

%) paul Sutton, Decolonization and Democracy in the Caribbean, Op. Cit., P. 118.
(39)

3 Assad Shoman, Op. Cit., P. 46.
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G 3 1962 ale U3 by alh) sl Ailasydl dubd) 8 Lega Hlla) clgiaol) (<3 ¢ AT uls o
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(% Wm. Roger Louis, Ends of British Imperialism, London, 1.B. Tauris, 2006, P. 345.
VSl ol Macl) Seonally idsedl slai¥) 5ol e gudll Sesmal) g ledyen cingd A Aol 5l e Gl mllaeas 1 53,01 upall )
ool duds 3 ((1965-1870) Bernard Baruch 5,k 3l ol Sliiedl g mlheadl 138 aadind e dof ol (AS5ual) 50
oall o Sty e Ay 3L i’ Ll b sad) AlamV)y saailll Gl G g liasY) Caay Laxie (1947 dle 3T e yde S  ssdeial
Cua 3l cuall oF S Al ey ¢ Ladl 85l s Ll cilladl s5U) coall o (o (Suasdi psnt (el Saalls cdlls Jd iy sy,
Logis I Al Aaallad) Copml) Ailg e iy A0 Al yally A0 daddlall pall s VYV le Apdll) 55l e a6V Al ) Gils e
dan Byl dadie L Coall (laSle 4 Cipgy ok Jualiill e 23l L1991 ale J1 OIS e updially Guald) gl SlanY)
i puall— 20N Bl Aol A 1 L) ol el de (gama el ¢ 2014 ¢ Ldally AeLdall (55lain Ausste ¢ yad AT dasa den
2015 ¢ daxg ¢ pdilly delall Jlasls )

%) Paul Sutton, Decolonization and Democracy in the Caribbean, Op. Cit., P. 122.

81 a ¢ Gl rad) (pubie ue ans a9

.81 U ¢ Al J.\..A.J\ (40)
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ek aldl dag<ag Wil o A8l ehat : Ll

Gladla oy daim Uagale Yoai 1963 ale DA Dbaall dag€ally el WSlall G 48Dl g
O30 B 3 alad) JAsl e Yoy alall Gaiilly GhaY! ) daer sSIY 90 raal 3 cdladd) duladl cilalal)
Laiipal) Lloadll 8 dgdaall dagSal) e ) 5ypdall e dullasydl 5l olaie) ulfi awds <l by il
L40) 1120 el

Gl pasi (9 3 dlaall bl pe cldgguall aulis o asty )la) caslad alaie) ) Lillayy cagas)
laadlly AobaiY) Laanily daiiyall Llaadll o 232 8 Guladd) elyiglly ilanyd) Sl G bl gLl
Lan 28 ) Al gl Qs 8 ageld LS opdplall o calaad) Ogleill CRES5 8 aal el gy cAalal)

41) John Darwin, Britain and Decolonisation, London, Macmillan, 1988, P. 219.

(41)

(42 Cedric Grant, Op. Cit., PP. 135-136.

3 0. Nigel Bolland, Colonialism and Resistance in Belize, Op. Cit., P. 69.

(*4) paul Sutton, Decolonization and Democracy in the Caribbean, Op. Cit., P. 129.
) Assad Shoman, Op. Cit., P. 48.

(46)

49 0. Nigel Bolland, Colonialism and Resistance in Belize, Op. Cit., P. 71.
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4) Paul Sutton, British Colonial Policy in the Caribbean, Op. Cit., P. 125.
8 Wm. Roger Louis, Op. Cit., P. 372.

9 Wm. Roger Louis, Op. Cit., P. 372.

6% D. A. G. Waddell, Op. Cit., P. 168.

©) Cedric Grant, Op. Cit., 1976, P. 153.
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32) 0. Nigel Bolland, Colonialism and Resistance in Belize, Op. Cit., P. 74.

(52)

3 Assad Shoman, Op. Cit., P. 69.

%) pPaul Sutton, British Colonial Policy in the Caribbean, Op. Cit., P. 131.
3 John Darwin, Op. Cit., PP. 240.

% John Darwin, Op. Cit., PP. 240.

6 Wm. Roger Louis, Op. Cit., PP. 381-382.

%) Assad Shoman, Op. Cit., P. 73.
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% Cedric Grant, Op. Cit., P. 160.
(9 paul Sutton, Decolonization and Democracy in the Caribbean, Op. Cit., P. 133.

©1) Ibid., P. 133.
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