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RESEARCH TITLE

Horizontal Skills: A Contemporary Challenge in the
Moroccan Educational System

Abstract

This study examines horizontal skills as one of the contemporary educational challenges in
the Moroccan educational system, in light of the rapid transformations in the labor market
and the growing need for competencies that go beyond narrow academic and technical
knowledge. The study aims to highlight the educational, social, and economic importance of
horizontal skills, such as critical thinking, communication, creativity, collaboration, and self-
learning, as a fundamental approach to enhancing graduates’ employability and building a
balanced personality capable of adapting to the requirements of the twenty-first century. The
study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on tracing relevant intellectual and
educational references, as well as analyzing educational reform trends in Morocco,
particularly the 2022-2026 Roadmap and the National Plan to Accelerate the
Transformation of the Higher Education, Scientific Research and Innovation Ecosystem
(PACTE ESRI 2030). The study concludes that integrating horizontal skills into the
Moroccan educational system is no longer a complementary option, but rather a strategic
necessity for achieving quality learning, bridging the gap between educational outcomes and
labor market needs, and consolidating the values of active citizenship.

The study further emphasizes that the success of this reform project depends on overcoming
several challenges, most notably the issue of the language of instruction, the scarcity of
Arabic-language reference materials, and the need to pedagogically qualify teachers to move
from a transmission-based approach to an interactive and facilitative approach. The study
recommends strengthening the presence of horizontal skills in curricula and training
programs and linking them to classroom and university practices in a way that contributes to
preparing an independent, active learner who is qualified to participate in sustainable
development.

Key Words: Horizontal skills, soft skills, Moroccan educational system, employability,
educational reform, higher education.
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