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Abstract

This study aims to explore the role of play-based learning in the acquisition of English
language skills among a sample of students enrolled in an English language course in the
village of Kafr Manda, within an informal educational context that emphasizes interaction
and experiential learning. The study adopts a qualitative ethnographic approach to gain an
in-depth understanding of learners’ experiences and behaviors in a play-based learning
environment. The sample consisted of six students from different age groups, purposefully
selected from the study population.

Data were collected through direct observation supported by documentation, as well as semi-
structured interviews conducted with students and their parents, in order to obtain a
comprehensive understanding of the learning process and the impact of play on language
acquisition. The findings indicate that play-based learning enhances learners’ motivation,
increases their engagement with linguistic content, and supports the natural acquisition of
vocabulary and language expression in interactive contexts. Additionally, the results reveal
that different types of activities (physical, digital, and musical) have varying effects
depending on learners’ characteristics and preferences.

The study highlights the importance of designing play-based learning environments that
consider individual differences and integrate enjoyment with educational objectives, thereby
improving language learning outcomes in early developmental stages. It recommends the
integration of play-based strategies in English language teaching programs, particularly in
informal educational settings, along with training educators to design effective interactive
activities.

Key Words: Play-based learning, English language acquisition, Learning motivation, |
Informal learning, Interactive learning.
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