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RESEARCH TITLE

Misconceptions Regarding the Authority of the Prophetic Sunnah and the
Refutation Thereof: An Analytical Hadith Study

Abstract

This study aims to examine the most prominent misconceptions raised concerning the
authority of the Prophetic Sunnah and to refute them through a scholarly approach grounded
in the methodology of hadith scholars in criticism, analysis, and verification. The study
begins by clarifying the status of the Prophetic Sunnah as the second fundamental source of
Islamic legislation after the Holy Qur’an, and by presenting the evidences for its authority
from the Qur’an, the Sunnah, and the consensus of the Muslim community. The research
adopts the inductive method in collecting texts related to the authority of the Sunnah and the
misconceptions raised about it, the analytical method in examining these misconceptions,
and the critical method in discussing and responding to them. The study addresses four
major misconceptions: the claim that the Qur’an alone is sufficient without the Sunnah, the
claim that the recording of the Sunnah was delayed, the claim that the presence of weak and
fabricated hadiths undermines the reliability of the Sunnah, and the claim that the Sunnah
contradicts the Qur’an or sound reason. The study concludes that the Prophetic Sunnah has
been preserved by the will of Allah, that it constitutes a binding legal proof in Islam, and
that many Islamic rulings cannot be properly understood without it. It further demonstrates
that the misconceptions raised against the Sunnah are not based on sound scholarly
foundations, and that hadith scholars exerted remarkable scientific efforts in preserving the
Sunnah and distinguishing authentic reports from weak and fabricated ones, thereby
affirming the soundness of the Islamic methodology in verifying and upholding it.

Key Words: Authority of the Prophetic Sunnah, Contemporary Misconceptions,
Documentation of the Sunnah, Hadith Criticism, Islamic Legislation.
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The Holy Qur’an.
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Ibn Manzur, Muhammad ibn Mukarram al-Ifrigi al-Misri. Lisan al-‘Arab. Beirut: Dar
Sadir, Ist ed., 15 vols.
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Abu Dawud, Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath al-Sijistani. Sunan Abi Dawud. Beirut: Dar al-
Kitab al-‘Arabi, 4 vols.
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Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il ibn lbrahim al-Ju‘fi. A/—Jami‘ al-Musnad al-Sahih
al-Mukhtasar min Umur Rasul Allah (peace be upon him), Sunanihi wa Ayyamihi, ed.
Muhammad Zuhayr ibn Nasir al-Nasir. 1st ed. Beirut: Dar Tawq al-Najah, 1422 AH, 9 vols.
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Muslim, Abu al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi. A/~Jami‘ al-
Sahih (Sahih Muslim). Beirut: Dar al-Jil and Dar al-Afaq al-Jadidah, 4 vols.
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Al-Tabrizi, Wali al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Khatib al-
‘Umari. Mishkat al-Masabih, with its commentary Mir‘at al-Mafatih by Abu al-Hasan
‘Ubayd Allah al-Mubarakfuri, 9 vols.
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Al-‘Ayni, Badr al-Din Mahmud ibn Ahmad al-Hanafi. ‘Umdat a/-Qari: Commentary on
Sahih al-Bukhari.
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Al-Tahawi, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Salamah ibn ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Salamah, Abu
Ja‘far. Sharh Ma ‘ani al-Athar, ed. Muhammad Zuhri al-Najjar. 1st ed. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘limiyyah, 1399 AH, 4 vols.
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Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi, Muwaffaq al-Din ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad. Rawadat a/l-Nazir wa
Junnat al-Manazir.
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Ibn al-Najjar, Taqi al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Futuhi al-Hanbali. Sharh al-
Kawkab al-Munir.
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Al-Zabidi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Husayni, Abu al-Fayd,
known as Murtada. 7ag/ a/-‘Arus min Jawahir al-Qamus, ed. by a group of scholars. Dar
al-Hidayah, 40 vols.
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Al-Nasa’i, Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb ibn ‘Ali, Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman. Sunan al-Nasa’i.
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