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RESEARCH TITLE

The Proliferation of Illicit Weapons and Its Threat to the
Sustainability of Human Security in Sudan

Abstract

This analytical paper examines the most critical existential challenge represented by the
proliferation and illicit possession of small arms and light weapons (SALW) in Sudan and
their direct impact on human security. This phenomenon, which has intensified after decades
of conflict, especially following the outbreak of the most recent conflict in early 2023, has
become a major driver of ongoing violence and a serious obstacle to stability and sustainable
development. It analyses the sources and mechanisms of arms flows, including uncontrolled
borders and the diversion of government weapons, and evaluates the devastating
consequences of this proliferation for the protection of individuals and communities in
Sudan. The study concludes that confronting this threat requires comprehensive strategic
measures that go beyond conventional political responses, through strengthening arms
control, supporting disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) efforts, and
promoting the foundations of sustainable peace and human security in Sudan.

Key Words: Small Arms and Light Weapons, Human Security, Armed Conflicts,
Disarmament, Sustainable Peace.
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