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RESEARCH TITLE

The Legal Status of DNA Fingerprinting in Criminal
Investigation Evidence

Abstract

This study aims to examine the legal status of DNA fingerprinting in criminal investigation
evidence by analyzing its role as a modern scientific method for detecting crimes, attributing
them to perpetrators, or excluding innocent persons from suspicion. The study focuses on
the position of Iraqi law regarding the evidentiary value of DNA fingerprinting and the legal
controls governing its use. The importance of the research lies in the fact that DNA
fingerprinting has become one of the most prominent technical forms of evidence in
contemporary criminal justice, due to its high accuracy in identifying individuals through
biological traces left at the crime scene. The study adopts the analytical method to examine
the legal provisions related to criminal evidence, particularly those contained in the Iraqi
Code of Criminal Procedure, and to assess their adequacy in regulating the procedures for
collecting, preserving, and analyzing genetic samples. The study concludes that DNA
fingerprinting constitutes an important technical presumption subject to the discretion of the
criminal judge, and that it should not be treated as absolute evidence unless the necessary
scientific and procedural safeguards are fulfilled, foremost among them the integrity of the
chain of custody, the competence of laboratories, and the expertise of analysts. The study
also concludes that Iraqi legislation still requires special regulation defining the conditions
for using DNA fingerprinting, the competent authorities responsible for conducting it, and
the guarantees necessary to protect privacy and bodily integrity. The study recommends
enacting independent national legislation to regulate DNA fingerprinting in the criminal
field, developing forensic laboratories, and establishing a genetic database under strict legal
safeguards that balance the requirements of criminal justice with the protection of individual
rights and freedoms.

Key Words: DNA fingerprinting, criminal evidence, criminal investigation, scientific
evidence, Iraqi law.
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