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RESEARCH TITLE

Administrative Centralization System in Iraqi Legislation

Abstract

This study examines the system of administrative centralization in Iraqi legislation by
clarifying its concept, organizational dimensions, principal elements, and major forms, with
particular emphasis on its position within the constitutional structure of the Iraqi state,
especially under the Constitution of the Republic of Iraq of 2005. The study aims to explain
the nature of administrative centralization, identify its advantages and disadvantages, and
analyze both the exclusive federal powers and the shared powers between the federal
authority and the authorities of regions and governorates within the framework of the
relationship between the center and decentralized units. The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach through examining the relevant constitutional and legal texts as well as
the related administrative jurisprudence. It concludes that administrative centralization
remains necessary for consolidating state unity and ensuring the regular functioning of
public utilities; however, excessive centralization leads to administrative delay, increased
bureaucracy, and weakened local participation. The study also reveals a degree of ambiguity
and inconsistency in the Iraqi constitutional regulation of the relationship between the
federal authority and the authorities of regions and governorates, which raises practical
challenges in the distribution of powers and the management of public resources and
national wealth. The study recommends reconsidering certain constitutional provisions in
order to achieve a clearer balance between the requirements of state unity and the demands
of administrative decentralization, while enhancing efficiency in public administration.

Key Words: Administrative Centralization, Iraqi Legislation, Constitution of 2005, Federal
Powers, Administrative Decentralization.
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