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Abstract

This study stems from the historical significance of the Andalusian heritage to human
civilization- whether in the scientific, intellectual, cultural, literary, historical, or social
aspects- reflecting several historical periods. This study examines two prominent figures in
literature, intellect, and culture from different time periods: Yahya ibn al-Hakam, known as
Al-Ghazal (156-250 AH), and Ibn Abd Rabbih (246-328 AH).

The study consists of two main sections, preceded by an introduction and followed by a
conclusion. The first section explores the characteristics of Yahya ibn al-Hakam, whilst the
second section sheds light on the characteristics of Ibn Abd Rabbih. Among the most
notable traits that these two figures show are their extensive cultural knowledge, wisdom,
diplomacy, intelligence, and brilliance. They were also known for their closeness to the
courts of caliphs and princes, their inclination toward humor, boldness, social critique,
opposition, love for music and singing, belonging to nature, tendency toward asceticism, and
documentation of military events.

The study adopts an inductive analytical approach to derive these traits, which distinguish
them as unique figures among their contemporaries, leading other scholars to adopt positions
and viewpoints regarding them. The conclusion presents several findings, the most
significant of which is the broad cultural knowledge of both poets across many disciplines.
This diversity can be attributed to the long lifespan of both characters, their close association
with the elite, as well as the experiences they gained from these relationships. The study
concludes with a recommendation to conduct further research on the characteristics of poets
from the same city, such as the poets of Seville, Murcia, Malaga, and Granada.

Key Words: Andalusian Poetry, The Features of Personality, Yahya Ibn al-Hakam al-
Ghazal, Ibn Abed Rabboh.
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