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RESEARCH TITLE

The Role of Merchants in the Spread of Islam in West Africa
during the Almoravid Era (430-515 AH/1038-1121 CE)

Abstract

This study examined the role of merchants in the spread of Islam in West Africa during the
Almoravid era in the period (430-515 AH / 1038-1121 CE). It aimed to introduce the
Almoravid state and its efforts in spreading Islam in West Africa, as well as to trace the
movement of trade in the region and its impact on the spread of Islam and Arab culture
among the local population. The researcher adopted the historical, descriptive, analytical,
and inductive approaches in presenting and analyzing the information collected from sources
and references. The study concluded that the Almoravids played the greatest role in
spreading Islam in West Africa. They also contributed to the stability of trade movement
through their attention to trade routes and security. Merchants helped present the noble
image of Islam through their good conduct and their financial support for the cause of Islam,
which led to the success of their missionary efforts in West Africa. The study recommends
further research on the contributions of the Almoravids to the spread of Islam in West
Africa, as well as further investigation into the role of preachers and Sufi orders in spreading
Islam in the region.

Key Words: Muslim merchants, Spread of Islam, West Africa, Almoravid State, Trans-
Saharan trade.
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Hassan Ahmad Mahmoud, 7The Rise of the Almoravid State: A Bright Page from the
History of Morocco in the Middle Ages, Anglo Egyptian Bookshop, Cairo, 1971.
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Ibn Khaldun, Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad, KAitab al-‘/bar wa—-Diwan al-Mubtada’
wa-al-Khabar fi Ayyam al- Arab wa-al-‘'Ajam wa-al-Barbar wa-man ‘Asarahum min
Dhawi al-Sultan al-Akbar, vol. 6, Warathat Muhammad ‘Abd al-Khaliq al-Mahdi,
Cairo, 1930.
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Ibn Abi Zar‘, A/-Anis al-Mutrib bi—-Rawd al-Qirtas fi Akhbar Muluk al-Maghrib wa-
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Tarikh Madinat Fas, Dar al-Mansur for Printing and Publishing, Rabat, 1972.
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Ibn Idhari al-Marrakushi, Abu al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad, A/-Bayan al-
Mughrib fi Ikhtisar Akhbar Muluk al-Andalus wa-al-Maghrib, vol. 4, ed. Bashshar
Awwad Ma ‘ruf and Mahmud Bashshar Awwad, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Tunis, 2013.
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Ismat Abd al-Latif Dandash, The Role of the Almoravids in the Spread of Islam in
West Africa (430-515 AH / 1038-1121 CE), Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Alexandria,
1988.
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Ahmad Shalabi, Encyclopedia of Islamic History and Islamic Civilization, vol. 6: Islam

and the Islamic States South of the Sahara in Africa Since the Coming of Islam up to
the Present, Maktabat al-Nahda al-Misriyya, Cairo, 1981.
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Muhammad Nadil Ali Bari and Sa‘id Ibrahim Kuraydiyya, Mus/ims in West Africa:
History and Civilization, Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyyah, Beirut, 2007.
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Thomas Arnold (ed.), translated and annotated by Jirjis Fathallah, The Legacy of

Islam, 2 vols., Manshurat al-Jamal; Dar Aras for Printing and Publishing,

Beirut/Erbil, 2012.
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Al-Bakri, Abu ‘Ubayd ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibon Muhammad al-Andalusi, A/-

Masalik wa-al-Mamalik (Routes and Realms).
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Na‘im Qaddah, rev. by ‘Umar al-Hakim, West Africa under Islam, [Damascus]: [al-
Wahda al-‘Arabiyya Press | African Studies Series], 1960.
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Al-Sa‘di, Abd al-Rahman ibn Abd Allah ibn ‘Imran, 7arikh a/l-Sudan (Histo;y of the
Sudan), published without alteration of the text by Octave Houdas, Paris, 1964.
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Hassan Ahmad Mahmoud, “The African Phase in the History of the Almoravids,” The
Egyptian Historical Review, no. 12, Cairo, 1 May 1964, p. 111 ff.
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Hassan Ahmad Mahmoud, “The Role of the Arabs in Spreading Civilization in West

Africa,” The Egyptian Historical Review, no.[vol. 14, Cairo, 1968.
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Mahmud Ka‘ti ibn al-Mutawakkil Ka‘ti, Tarikh al-Fattash fi Akhbar al-Buldan wa—al-
Juyush wa-Akabir al-Nas, published without alteration of the text by Houdas with the

collaboration of Delafosse, Paris: A. Maisonneuve, 1964.
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