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Abstract

This study examines the epidemics and diseases that spread in Iraq during the late Ottoman
period, taking the city of Samawah as a model for analysis. It explores the most prominent
epidemic diseases of that era, including plague, cholera, smallpox, and malaria, and
highlights their health, social, and economic impacts on the local community. The study also
sheds light on the health measures adopted by the Ottoman administration, such as
quarantine, disinfection, and the monitoring of caravans and travelers, drawing on Ottoman
archival documents as well as historical sources and modern studies. The study concludes
that limited administrative and medical capacities, weak health awareness, and poor public
services all reduced the effectiveness of these measures, making epidemics a major factor in
deepening the health and social crises in Samawah and Iraq in general until the end of
Ottoman rule.
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