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RESEARCH TITLE

Deconstructing Cultural Memory and Re-encoding the Margin:
An Integrated Approach to Chouaib Halifi’s Novel Seven Letters to Saleh ibn Tarif

Abstract

This study aims to analyze Seven Letters to Saleh ibn Tarif by Chouaib Halifi (2022)
through a multi-level approach that combines Yuri Lotman’s semiotics of culture, Jacques
Derrida’s deconstruction, and the pragmatic analysis of epistolary discourse. The study is
based on the hypothesis that the novel does not merely reconstruct a historical event, but
rather reconfigures it within a new semantic system that redistributes cultural values
between the center and the margin. The analysis reveals that the text functions as a cultural
apparatus that reintegrates marginalized memory into the Moroccan semiosphere,
deconstructs the metaphysical binaries underlying official history, and constructs an
epistolary dialogue grounded in a pragmatic interrogation of truth and power. The study
concludes that the novel represents a model of critical historical fiction that transforms
history into a space of continuous interpretation. It is divided into two major parts: macro-
analysis and micro-analysis.

Key Words: Semiotics of culture, deconstruction, pragmatic analysis, letters, macro-
analysis, micro-analysis.
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