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RESEARCH TITLE

The Effect of Teaching Polite Expressions on Vocabulary Development
among Fifth-Grade Students Receiving School-Based Language Therag
in Mainstream Schools within the Green Line (Israel)

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the impact of teaching polite expressions on vocabulary
development and communicative-social outcomes among fifth-grade students receiving
school-based language therapy. A quantitative descriptive-analytical design was employed.
A structured questionnaire consisting of 30 items distributed across five dimensions—
linguistic planning, instructional implementation, vocabulary development, communicative-
social impact, and professional challenges—was administered to a sample of 210
educational practitioners.

Descriptive findings indicated high mean scores across all dimensions, reflecting a strong
presence of structured instruction of polite expressions. Pearson correlation analyses
revealed strong positive relationships between linguistic planning and vocabulary
development (r = .701), instructional implementation and vocabulary development (r =
.698), and a very strong relationship between vocabulary development and communicative-
social impact (r = .818). Independent samples t-tests further demonstrated statistically
significant differences with very large effect sizes in favor of students exposed to structured
instruction of polite expressions.

The findings suggest that teaching polite expressions represents an effective pragmatic-
based approach to enhancing vocabulary growth and communicative competence among
students receiving language therapy. The study calls for the systematic integration of
pragmatic vocabulary instruction within school-based language programs.

Key Words: Polite expressions, Vocabulary development, School-based language therapy,
Communicative competence, Pragmatic skills.
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