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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the experiences of two kindergarten teachers regarding the
inclusion of children with special needs in mainstream education, using a narrative research
approach, in order to understand the meanings that teachers construct around the inclusion
experience within its educational and human context. The study was conducted with two
kindergarten teachers from the northern region of the Palestinian interior, selected
purposefully, and relied on in-depth narrative interviews, which were analyzed interpretively
to uncover the main themes shaping the trajectories of the inclusion experience.

The findings revealed that educational inclusion represents a complex lived experience,
intertwining professional, emotional, and institutional dimensions. The teacher plays a
pivotal role in shaping the course of inclusion within the classroom, despite challenges
related to timing of intervention, family collaboration, and institutional support. The results
also highlighted the importance of the emotional dimension and the establishment of safe
relationships in enhancing children's engagement and the success of the inclusion
experience, alongside the influence of the local context in shaping inclusion practices and
their meanings.

The study contributes to enriching the Arab educational literature by providing an in-
depth narrative reading of kindergarten teachers' experiences and highlighting their voices as
a knowledge source for understanding the reality of inclusion in a specific local context,
thereby supporting the development of more context-sensitive inclusive practices and
policies.

Key Words: Educational inclusion, special needs, kindergarten teachers, narrative
interview.
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