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Abstract

This study examines linguistic derivation in the Arabic language in terms of its concept,
classifications, and significance. It aims to clarify the multiplicity of its divisions as
presented by classical and modern linguists and to highlight its role in enriching linguistic
studies and keeping pace with civilizational development. The research adopts a descriptive
approach based on analysis and induction. It explores the lexical and terminological
meanings of derivation and discusses its relationship with morphology (sarf), clarifying the
similarities and differences between them. The study also presents the main types of
derivation as identified in linguistic literature, including minor derivation, major derivation,
greater derivation (phonetic substitution), al-kubbar (blending/compounding or “naht”), and
compound derivation, while addressing the variations in terminology and classification
among scholars. The study concludes that derivation is broader than traditionally classified
and plays a central role in generating modern terminology and Arabizing scientific and
technical concepts. This confirms its importance as a key feature of the vitality, flexibility,
and continuity of the Arabic language.

Key Words: Derivation, Minor Derivation, Major Derivation, Naht (Blending),
Terminology Formation.
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