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RESEARCH TITLE

Arab Students’ Attitudes in a Mixed City Toward Both the Arabic
and Hebrew Languages, Their Speakers, and Learning Them.

Abstract

This study aimed to examine Arab students’ attitudes in a mixed city toward the Arabic
language in terms of learning and its speakers, as well as their attitudes toward the Hebrew
language. It also investigated the effect of religiosity and gender on these attitudes. The
study adopted a quantitative approach and utilized a questionnaire to measure students’
attitudes toward both Arabic and Hebrew. The findings revealed that Arab students in the
mixed city hold positive attitudes toward both the Arabic and Hebrew languages, contrary to
the study’s initial assumption that negative attitudes toward Arabic would prevail. The
results also indicated a statistically significant positive relationship between students’
attitudes toward the two languages. However, statistically significant differences were found
between attitudes toward Arabic and Hebrew, with more positive attitudes toward Hebrew.
Furthermore, religiosity did not have a significant effect on students’ attitudes toward
Arabic, whereas significant differences were found in attitudes toward Hebrew according to
the level of religiosity, with non-religious students exhibiting more positive attitudes than
religious students. Additionally, no statistically significant differences were found between
male and female students regarding their attitudes toward the Arabic language. The study
highlights the role of the social context of mixed cities in shaping linguistic attitudes among
Arab students and emphasizes the importance of linguistic coexistence in fostering positive
attitudes toward both languages.

Key Words: Language attitudes, Arabic language, Hebrew language, mixed cities,
religiosity, Arab student.
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