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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the role of development finance for small enterprises in
achieving economic development in Sudan during the period (2000-2022) by analyzing the
contribution of financing facilities, concessional lending programs, technical support and
training, and financial inclusion in supporting economic activity and improving development
indicators. The study adopted the descriptive analytical approach due to its suitability for the
nature of the research and used a questionnaire as the main tool for data collection. The
study population consisted of owners and managers of small enterprises in Sudan who
benefit from development finance services provided by the Savings and Social Development
Bank, while the researcher relied on a purposive sample of (220) respondents selected
according to specific criteria, including practical experience in managing or dealing with
small enterprises, geographical distribution across different states of Sudan, and
consideration of diversity in gender, age group, and educational qualification, ensuring
appropriate representation of the study population. The results revealed a positive and
statistically significant relationship between development finance for small enterprises and
economic development during the study period. The findings also indicated that increasing
financing facilities contributes to stimulating economic activity and creating job
opportunities, and that concessional lending programs support small enterprises and enhance
their economic productivity. The results further showed that qualifying entrepreneurs and
developing their skills improves the efficiency of small enterprises and increases their
contribution to the national economy. In addition, expanding financial inclusion and
providing banking services to small enterprises contribute to increasing GDP and improving
living standards. Accordingly, the study recommends strengthening development finance
policies, expanding financing facilities, developing training and concessional lending
programs, and promoting financial inclusion to support sustainable economic development
in Sudan.

Key Words: Development Finance, Small Enterprises, Economic Development, Financial
Inclusion, Sudan.
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