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RESEARCH TITLE

The Relationship between Ittiba“ (Following),
Ijtihad, and Taqlid

Abstract

This study examines the concept of lttiba“ (following) in the discipline of Islamic legal
theory (Usil al-Figh), focusing on its definition and its relationship to both [jtihad
(independent legal reasoning) and Tagql/id (imitation), and clarifying its position between
them. The research highlights the need to precisely define this concept in light of Qur’anic
and Prophetic exhortations to follow divine revelation and the condemnation of blind
imitation, as well as the distinct usage of the term by early scholars. The study adopts a
descriptive and inductive methodology by examining relevant scriptural texts and scholarly
writings, in addition to a historical analytical approach to trace the development of the
concept within the works of legal theorists. The findings reveal a scholarly disagreement
regarding the existence of an intermediate rank between [jtihad and Taqlid. One group
denies such a category and considers following synonymous with imitation, while another
affirms an independent intermediate rank—I/#tibd —defined as adherence based on
knowledge of the evidence or recognition of its validity without reaching the full level of
independent reasoning. The research further clarifies the conceptual distinctions between the
three terms and highlights the jurisprudential, theoretical, and maqasid-based implications of
affirming /ttiba ‘. These include reducing sectarian partisanship, elevating the authority of
scriptural texts, and strengthening confidence in legal verdicts grounded in legitimate
evidence. The study concludes that /##iba * represents a balanced methodological approach
that contributes to the renewal of Islamic jurisprudence while maintaining fidelity to
authoritative evidence and respect for scholarly tradition.

Key Words: Ittiba“, Ijtihad, Taqlid, Islamic Legal Theory, Legal Evidence.
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