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RESEARCH TITLE

Educational Policy Between Societal Culture and the Demands of
Political Reality: The Alignment Crisis in the Gaza Strip

Abstract

This study examines the dilemma of educational policy in the Gaza Strip within the complex
intersection of societal culture and political realities, which has resulted in a profound
alignment crisis between national identity and developmental and political imperatives. The
study analyzes the dimensions shaping educational policy (international, regional,
governmental, and societal), the foundations of policy stability, and the criteria for
evaluating educational policies. It also reviews the features of Palestinian educational policy
and the structural challenges it faces in Gaza, particularly under conditions of occupation,
political division, recurrent wars, and institutional collapse. The study conceptualizes the
“alignment crisis” as a manifestation of the tension between preserving religious and
national values and building human capital on the one hand, and responding to political,
economic, and security constraints on the other. It concludes that overcoming this crisis
requires rebuilding a unified national educational policy framework based on flexibility,
participatory governance, sound institutional management, and sustainable infrastructure
support, enabling education to fulfill its developmental and national role in a context of
instability.

Key Words: Educational Policy, Alignment Crisis, Societal Culture, Political Reality, Gaza
Strip.
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