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RESEARCH TITLE

Teachers’ Perceptions of the Effectiveness of Achievement Tests
in Assessing Student Learning: A Qualitative Study

Abstract

This qualitative study aims to explore primary school Arabic language teachers’ perceptions
of the effectiveness of achievement tests in assessing student learning. The study adopted a
case study design and collected data through semi-structured interviews with a purposive
sample of eleven female teachers from primary schools in the Galilee region during the
2025-2026 academic year, in addition to analyzing assessment documents such as test
samples and specification tables when available. The findings indicate that teachers view
achievement tests as an essential tool for measuring the attainment of learning objectives,
diagnosing students’ strengths and weaknesses, and developing remedial plans. The results
also reveal teachers’ efforts to ensure gradual difficulty, diversify question formats, and
consider individual differences among students. However, several challenges emerged,
including difficulties in constructing precise questions aligned with students’ levels, time
constraints, and limited professional training in assessing higher-order thinking skills.
Moreover, the psychological impact of tests on students varied, ranging from increased
motivation to heightened anxiety and frustration. Participants also pointed to the limitations
of traditional paper-based tests in measuring creativity and critical thinking, and emphasized
the importance of integrating alternative assessment approaches such as portfolios, projects,
and oral presentations, as well as expanding the use of technology and digital tools in test
design, analysis, and feedback. The study concludes by stressing the need to enhance
teachers’ assessment literacy through continuous professional development and to adopt a
balanced approach that integrates summative and formative assessment to ensure more
comprehensive, equitable, and deep learning-oriented evaluation.

Key Words: Achievement tests, educational assessment, teachers’ perceptions, deep
thinking, alternative assessment.
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