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RESEARCH TITLE

Contemporary Saudi Transformations and Women’s
Novelistic Production (2016-2022)

Abstract

This study examines contemporary Saudi transformations and their reflection in Saudi
women’s novelistic production during the period (2016-2022) through a quantitative and
qualitative survey of published novels and an analytical reading of a representative sample
comprising six novels by five women novelists. The study adopts a descriptive approach,
supported by the historical method in the statistical dimension, to identify growth patterns in
publication and trace shifts in narrative discourse, themes, and techniques. The findings
reveal a remarkable surge in women’s novelistic output during the period under study,
exceeding the total production of earlier phases, which indicates an expansion in publishing
opportunities and a growing number of women writers. This quantitative growth is
accompanied by qualitative development manifested in thematic diversity, multiplicity of
concerns, and the emergence of new narrative tendencies such as multi-part novels,
fantastical narration, science fiction, and formal and linguistic experimentation. The study
concludes that the Saudi women’s novel, as a social and cultural product, has kept pace with
contemporary transformations in the Saudi environment, articulating them through narrative
representations that engage with societal issues and changes, thereby reinforcing its role as a
key indicator of recent cultural dynamism in the Kingdom.

Key Words: Saudi women’s novel, contemporary transformations, narrative discourse,
thematic diversity, novelistic production.
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