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RESEARCH TITLE

The Relationship Between Teachers’ Seniority and the Perception of
the School Principal as a Leader Promoting Social Justice and
Teachers’ Sense of Responsibility

Abstract

This study aims to examine the relationship between teachers’ seniority and their perception
of the school principal as a leader who promotes social justice, as well as the relationship
between such leadership and teachers’ sense of responsibility in Arab schools within the
Arab society in Israel. The sample consisted of 817 teachers, including 569 female and 232
male teachers, of whom 164 were members of the administrative staff and 632 regular
teachers, representing diverse subjects and educational levels. Data were collected using a
questionnaire measuring social justice and responsibility, and its reliability was verified
using Cronbach’s alpha, which reached 0.98 for social justice and 0.97 for responsibility,
indicating very high internal consistency. The findings showed that the mean score for social
justice was 3.87 (SD = 0.95), while the mean score for responsibility was 3.98 (SD = 0.82),
reflecting relatively high levels on both constructs. Pearson correlation analyses indicated no
statistically significant relationship between the perception of the principal as a
social-justice-promoting leader and teachers’ sense of responsibility, and no significant
relationship between teachers’ seniority and their perception of the principal as a leader who
promotes social justice in terms of responsibility. The study recommends strengthening
professional development programs on social justice for teachers and principals,
encouraging school leaders to adopt leadership practices that foster justice and
responsibility, and developing inclusive and equitable school environments for all.

Key Words: Social justice; School leadership; Teachers’ seniority; Professional
responsibility; Arab schools in Israel.
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