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Abstract

This study analyzes the difficulties of learning Hebrew as a second language among Arab
middle school students in Israel, despite the structural proximity between Arabic and
Hebrew as Semitic languages. Adopting a pedagogical-linguistic perspective grounded in
the researcher’s long professional experience as an Arab Hebrew teacher and her academic
background in linguistics and second language acquisition, the study employs a qualitative
descriptive—analytical methodology supported by a reflective framework.

The study addresses linguistic difficulties (phonological, morphological, syntactic, and
semantic), as well as psychological and educational challenges characteristic of early
adolescence, such as linguistic shyness, low self-confidence, and fear of making mistakes. It
also examines the impact of identity-related issues and the broader socio-political context on
students’ motivation to learn and use Hebrew, despite its functional necessity in higher
education, healthcare, and the labor market.

The findings indicate that Hebrew learning difficulties among Arab students result from a
complex interaction of linguistic, psychological, identity-related, and socio-political factors,
and that traditional grammar-focused curricula fail to meet students’ communicative needs.
The study concludes with pedagogical recommendations advocating culturally responsive
and communicative approaches to Hebrew instruction.

Key Words: Hebrew language, second language learning, Semitic languages, middle
school, linguistic identity.
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