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RESEARCH TITLE

The Role of the Memorial Icon in Shaping the Communicative Message of
the Contemporary Poster through Visual Simulation Mechanisms

Abstract

This study examines how memorial icons function as central semantic anchors in shaping
the communicative message of contemporary posters through visual simulation mechanisms.
Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach, the research analyzes three international case
studies (the Hope poster of Barack Obama, an Eiffel Tower—based perfume poster, and the
Freedom Now poster featuring the Statue of Liberty) within a semiotic and cognitive
framework that integrates image, text, and color. The findings demonstrate that visual
simulation extends beyond mere formal replication to operate as a strategy of semantic
reinterpretation, recharging icons with new meanings aligned to the communicative context
(political, commercial, or critical). The study also identifies diverse simulation modes
(stylistic, symbolic/realistic, and critical satirical/contradictory) and their capacity to
generate simultaneous meanings (value-based, national/historical, aesthetic/modern, and
marketing/political), thereby enhancing persuasive effectiveness and activating the
audience’s cultural memory. The research concludes that the success of contemporary
posters depends on the structural integration of design elements and their guidance of visual
reading to achieve clarity of message and depth of impact.

Key Words: Memorial icon, contemporary poster, visual simulation, communicative
message, semiotic meaning.
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