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RESEARCH TITLE

The Impact of Media Misinformation on the Spread of Hate Speech in
Sudan: An Applied Study of Facebook from the Perspective of
Experts (2023-2025)

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the impact of media misinformation on the spread of hate
speech in Sudan through social media platforms, with Facebook as a case study, from the
perspective of media and communication experts. The research addresses the growing
problem of hate speech during periods of conflict and war in Sudan, particularly in light of
the widespread dissemination of misleading media content and the weakness of regulatory
and legislative frameworks governing online publishing.

The study adopted a descriptive analytical approach and employed an electronic
questionnaire administered via Google Forms. The sample consisted of 35 purposively
selected experts, academics, and media professionals.

The findings revealed that misleading images, videos, statistics, and fabricated news were
among the most widely circulated forms of content during the war period. Emotional and
sensory persuasive techniques were identified as the most commonly used methods in
promoting misleading content, significantly contributing to the escalation of hate speech and
the deepening of social divisions. The results also indicated that deception and the
falsification of facts represent the most dangerous misinformation strategies employed on
social media platforms.

The study recommends the enactment of strict laws and regulations to govern digital media
content, enhancing media literacy among social media users, and adopting national media
policies aimed at combating hate speech and promoting social cohesion and peace.

Key Words: .Media misinformation, Hate speech, Social media, Facebook, Sudan.
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