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RESEARCH TITLE

Attitudes of General Education Teachers Toward the Inclusion of
Students with Hearing Impairments in Mainstream Schools

Abstract

This study aimed to explore general education teachers’ attitudes toward including students
who are hard of hearing in mainstream schools¢ and to understand the factors shaping these
attitudes in light of the growing emphasis on inclusive education. The study employed a
qualitative descriptive—interpretive design¢ using semi-structured interviews with a
purposive sample of six female teachers working in public middle schools in the Triangle
area within the Palestinian communities inside Israel during the first semester of the 2025—
2026 academic year. Data were analyzed using thematic analysis. Findings yielded four
main themes: (1) generally positive¢ supportive attitudes toward inclusion¢ viewed as an
educational and humanitarian approach that promotes equity and a sense of belonging; (2)
realistic professional experiences highlighting both the benefits and challenges of inclusion¢
particularly communication barriers¢ classroom noise¢ and risks of marginalization or
bullying; (3) key conditions for successful inclusion« centered on specialized professional
preparation and training (e.g.¢ sign language¢« handling hearing devices¢ and multisensory
instructional strategies) and strengthening collaborative teamwork among school staff; and
(4) support needs for effective and sustainable inclusion¢ including structured institutional
support¢ continuous professional guidance¢ parental involvement¢ and attention to students’
psychological and emotional well-being. The study concludes that teachers’ positive
attitudes are important for inclusion success but are insufficient without clear school-based:¢
technical¢ and professional support systems. It recommends developing in-service training
programs¢ providing assistive resources and technologies in classrooms¢ and establishing
sustained collaboration mechanisms among schools« specialists¢« and families to enhance the
quality and effectiveness of inclusion.

Key Words: General education teachers; students who are hard of hearing; inclusive
education.
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