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RESEARCH TITLE

The Significance of the Title in the Novels of Yusuf Idris

Abstract

This study examines the significance of the title in the novels of Yusuf Idris as a semiotic
“threshold” that guides reading and interpretation. It seeks to reveal the relationship between
the linguistic structure of the title (in terms of form and lexicon) and the narrative content
and meaning. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach through content analysis of
the titles of six selected novels by Idris (4/-Haram, Al- ‘Ayb, Men and Bulls, The White One,
Lady Vienna, and New York 80), and compares the findings with relevant theoretical
literature on titling and its functions (attraction, designation, description, and suggestion).
The research addresses a central question: how does the title’s meaning reflect the narrative
content, and to what extent does the title function as a mediating link between the reader and
the text? The findings indicate that Idris employs titles as deliberate semantic and strategic
tools. His titles are often concise and evocative, creating anticipation and opening
interpretive horizons that are later deepened within the narrative through symbolic networks,
social structures, and value conflicts. The study concludes that the title in Idris’s fiction is
not merely a paratextual label but an organic component of the narrative system,
contributing significantly to meaning-making and reader engagement. The study thus fills a
research gap concerning the analysis of titles in Yusuf Idris’s novels and offers a practical
framework for teaching and analyzing fiction through the lens of titling as an interpretive
key.

Key Words: Title significance, semiotics, Arabic novel, Yusuf Idris, textual interpretation.
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