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Abstract

This research aims to elucidate stress in Arabic and Malay, as well as to assess the
proficiency of Malay students who speak Arabic as a second language in applying stress to
Arabic words. It also examines the phenomena of errors and weaknesses in stress placement
among Malay students, along with the factors influencing these findings. The study
employed an analytical approach to evaluate the proficiency of Malay students in using
Arabic stress. The sample consisted of undergraduate students from the Arabic Department
at the International Islamic University Malaysia. Their voices were recorded while reading
selected Arabic texts, and data were extracted using Praat software to measure intensity,
frequency, and duration. Our study concluded that there is a significant influence of the
mother tongue on the use of Arabic stress. Malay grammar, which tends to place stress at the
end of words, aligns with our research findings, as the percentage of errors in stress
placement at the end of words exceeds that of correct pronunciations. Additionally, the
results of the sentence tone analysis indicate that Malay students often lack the emotional
expressiveness and linguistic spirit when speaking and delivering speeches in Arabic.
Furthermore, we divided the samples into two groups based on gender, finding that the
efficiency in using Arabic tone was higher in the female group compared to the male group,
as indicated by the percentage of correct tone use in sentences.
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