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Abstract

This qualitative study explored the roles of families and kindergartens in their partnership,
the positive aspects participants perceive in its implementation, and the obstacles that limit
its effectiveness, in kindergartens in the Arraba al-Battuf area of the Palestinian interior.
Data were collected through semi-structured individual interviews with 15 purposively
selected participants (five kindergarten teachers, five specialists, and five parents) between
January and February 2026. The data were analyzed thematically in light of Epstein’s six
types of involvement. Findings showed that all six types appeared in participants’
descriptions of both the family’s and the kindergarten’s roles, with communication ranked
first by both groups, followed by learning at home, while decision-making and collaborating
with the community were the least prominent. Fourteen participants reported a perceived
positive effect of the partnership on children’s achievement, motivation, behavior, and social
interaction, attributing it to consistent guidance across home and kindergarten and to early
detection of behavioral concerns. The main obstacles were families’ limited time, which all
participants mentioned, followed by Ilimited parental awareness of their role, weak
communication, activities that did not suit parents’ circumstances, and economic and
cultural differences. The study recommends diversifying communication channels and
timings, running awareness workshops for parents, designing flexible activities that fit
different family circumstances, widening parents’ participation in educational decisions, and
evaluating the partnership periodically.

Keywords: family—kindergarten partnership, parental involvement, early childhood education.
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